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Tour Summary

Our relatively short adventure in the Hill Country of south central Texas was full of birding highlights
and memorable experiences. Some of the top specialty birds we located in the juniper and scrub oak
woodlands included Golden-cheeked Warbler, the standout and Texas specialty among a dozen species
of warblers we recorded. We also saw an incredible eight species of vireos, including the
range-restricted Black-capped Vireo and a showy Gray Vireo, which was new for the tour and a very
welcome addition. South Texas specialties that showed well included White-tipped Dove, Harris’s and
Zone-tailed Hawks, Ringed Kingfisher, Golden-fronted Woodpecker, Vermilion Flycatcher,
Ash-throated Flycatcher, Brown-crested Flycatcher, Great Kiskadee, Couch's Kingbird, Green Jay,
Black-crested Titmouse, Long-billed Thrasher, and Olive Sparrow. One of the favorites included the
kaleidoscopic Painted Bunting. Some of the nocturnal species of the region included Lesser
Nighthawk, Common Poorwill, Eastern Screech-Owl, and a wonderful Elf Owl. Of course, we will
never forget the spectacle of millions of Brazilian Free-tailed Bats streaming from the cave at the Rio
Frio with Red-tailed and Harris’s Hawks actively hunting the bats as they emerged. Additional
mammals highlights included North American Porcupine and Nine-banded Armadillo. Overall, the
weather was unusually cool and it heated up only during the final day, so we enjoyed very comfortable
conditions with a few short rain showers.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Red-tailed Hawk hunting Brazilian Free-tailed Bats by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour in Detail

We met at the hotel in San Antonio and after breakfast, the following day headed to the Kerr Wildlife
Management Area, one of the most productive birding locales of the entire tour. We arrived just as the
rain was slowing and immediately started some fast-paced birding as species sat up in the open to
declare their territories. We didn’t even move from the first stop for more than an hour and got
excellent views of the first Painted Bunting, a vocal Canyon Wren, and the first Black-crested
Titmouse. A Black-capped Vireo played hide and seek, but eventually, we all had good views of at least
one of these diminutive and range-restricted vireos. During the morning, we also found White-eyed,
Yellow-throated, and Red-eyed Vireos. Sparrows were also diverse with Chipping, Clay-colored, Field,
Lark, and Rufous-crowned Sparrows all seen well. A Spotted Towhee was a definite surprise since that
species has usually left this region of Texas by this time of year and it fit the pattern with the lingering
Yellow-headed Blackbird of which a dozen fed near one of the cowbird traps. Another surprise was an
Osprey that flew over. One of the early highlights of the tour arrived in the form of a Golden-cheeked
Warbler of which a male was foraging near the visitor center and offered great views as it hopped
through the junipers. Heading further into the reserve, we found Golden-fronted Woodpecker,
Vermilion and Ash-throated Flycatchers, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Bewick’s Wren, and Summer Tanager.
After a tasty field lunch and a few more bird sightings, we continued south towards Uvalde. On the
drive out we found a single Inca Dove near the cowbird traps, getting good views of this declining
species. After an early dinner, we made an evening excursion to the environs of the Neal's Lodge and a
short walk at dusk here proved productive with Chimney Swift, Cooper’s Hawk, Crested Caracara, the
locally scarce Hutton’s Vireo, Black-throated Sparrow, Bullock’s Oriole, and Orange-crowned Warbler
all added to the list. A North American Porcupine that scampered up an oak was also appreciated.

Golden-cheeked Warbler by Stephan Lorenz
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We started the second full day with an early departure to the Lost Maples State Natural Area and this
slice of the Texas Hill Country is always busy with birds. During the drive towards the reserve, the road
leading through a section of fields was filled with birds along the margins and a brief stop added Lark
Bunting, Vesper and Savannah Sparrows, Dickcissel, and a good assortment of flycatchers in the form
of Couch’s and Western Kingbirds, and Scissor-tailed Flycatchers. We first spent some time around the
feeders, keeping a close eye on the rain and it didn’t take long before we had additional views of the
Golden-cheeked Warbler, one of the specialty species here. The feeders hosted a wide variety of
species throughout the morning: White-tipped Dove (a species that is slowly expanding north), many
Black-chinned Hummingbirds, Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay, and the colorful
Scott’s Oriole. A male Lazuli Bunting also made several brief visits. The thickets near the feeders held
a secretive Green-tailed Towhee an excellent bonus find. As the rain slackened we headed out onto the
trail and walked for about two miles, finding a migrant Least Flycatcher, another Black-capped Vireo
that showed very well, and a skulking Bell’s Vireo. The oak and juniper woodland was busy with
breeding and migrating warblers, including Louisiana Waterthrush along the stream, Black-and-white,
Tennessee, Nashville, Yellow-throated, Wilson's and lots of Golden-cheeked Warblers. The latter
species was present in nearly every flock. We enjoyed the leisurely field lunch near the feeders and
then headed back towards Uvalde to avoid the rain showers that had started up again. This proved to be
an excellent decision as we were able to spend the late afternoon at Cook’s Slough Nature Center
where we added several species while exploring the wetlands and mesquite woodland. New species for
the tour here included Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Ruddy
Duck, Pied-billed Grebe, Neotropic Cormorant, Green Jay, and a Long-billed Thrasher along a side
road.

Olive Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz
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The morning started with heavy rain, but we decided to push ahead towards Chalk Bluff Park, hoping
that conditions would improve when we arrived. Fortunately, the only clear patch of the sky seemed to
open up right above the park and we were able to enjoy a very productive morning here, birding right
up until our field lunch. The entrance road held plenty of new birds and we saw Cactus Wren,
Curve-billed Thrasher, White-crowned Sparrow, and a Pyrrhuloxia. We explored the riverine forest and
the brushy desert, finding Vermilion Flycatcher, Ash-throated and Brown-crested Flycatchers,
Long-billed Thrasher, and Olive Sparrows that sat up to sing. Right before another downpour started
we found a pair of Ringed Kingfishers and were able to enjoy some quick scope views before a deluge.
We decided to head west into more arid country with the hope to leave the rain behind. The plan
worked well and by the time we arrived at Kickapoo Caverns State Park the rain had ceased allowing
us to fully cover the news habitats here. We started in the campground and quickly added Canyon
Towhee. It took some effort and patience, but we eventually found a singing Gray Vireo, rare here at its
eastern edge of its range, and the bird showed very well. While we stopped back at the main parking
lot, a Zone-tailed Hawk circled overhead allowing for excellent studies of this scarce raptor. A few
folks stayed out until after sunset and were reward with good views of two Elf Owls, an Eastern
Screech-Owl, and a Common Poorwill that we tracked down in the open desert.

Common Poorwill by Stephan Lorenz
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We returned to Chalk Bluff the next day in order to spend more time at this productive site and catch up
on some species we had missed the previous day. This worked very well. The entrance road, as usual,
was busy with birds and we quickly added Common Ground Dove, Cactus Wren, Curve-billed
Thrasher, and Hooded Oriole. In the riparian vegetation along the river, we found Eastern
Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, Vermilion and Brown-crested Flycatchers, and Carolina Wrens. We
glimpsed a migrating Chestnut-sided Warbler and a very interesting and vocal Parula appeared to be a
hybrid TropicalxNorthern due to the presence of pronounced eye arcs, but the absence of a blue breast
band. Exploring denser desert scrub, we were able to add Bell’s Vireo, Chihuahuan Raven, Bewick’s
Wren, Lesser Goldfinch, Olive Sparrow, Orchard Oriole, and Blue Grosbeak. Exploring the main
intersection to look for Verdin, we lucked in two Lesser Nighthawks flying close to us in broad daylight
and found two Green Jays which are scarce on the edge of their range here. Fortunately, after some
effort we also found a single Verdin. A singing Cassin’s Sparrow showed well on the far side of the
highway, offering repeated photo opportunities. The number of Clay-colored Sparrows in the roadside
grasses was also astounding with many of them singing. Harris’s, Red-tailed and several Swainson’s
Hawks, Crested Caracara, and American Kestrel also took to the air. During the field lunch underneath
the covered deck, we were able to call in a Great Kiskadee. Since the majority of new species lay in the
more open and dry country to the west we headed in that direction. Exploring various backroads, a
local sports field, and eventually a village cemetery we added the hoped-for Greater Roadrunner, had
great views of a pair of Chihuahuan Ravens, and had much better views of the skulky Cassin’s
Sparrow.

Cassin’s Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz
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For the final morning we returned to the nearby Cook’s Slough Nature Center. New species included
great views of a Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Green Heron, Black-crowned and Yellow-crowned
Night-Herons, plus better views of some of the species we had seen before. We enjoyed a delicious
farewell lunch at a local restaurant before transferring back to San Antonio.

White-tipped Dove by Stephan Lorenz
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Elf Owl by Stephan Lorenz

Gray Vireo by Stephan Lorenz
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Texas Hill Country Specialties and Wildlife Trip List 2021

1. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) - abundant around Uvalde wetlands
and often heard flying over town at night

2. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - seen at Cook’s Slough Park

3. Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) - seen briefly at Cook’s Slough Park

4. Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) - a small flock in a roadside wetland

5. Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - a single bird seen the first visit to Cook’s Slough Park

6. Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) - heard only at Kickapoo Caverns

7. Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - seen well at Kerr WMA and along roads

8. Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - seen only the first visit to Cook’s Slough Park

9. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - widespread

10. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - widespread

11. Inca Dove (Columbina inca) - seen well by all at Kerr WMA

12. Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina) - scope views at Chalk Bluff Park

13. White-tipped Dove (Leptotila verreauxi) - seen well at feeders at Lost Maples

14. White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) - common

15. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - common

16. Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californianus) - after much searching we finally found one at
the Brackettville cemetery

17. Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) - seen very well in the scope at Cook’s Slough
Park during our final morning

18. Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis) - incredibly close views during the day at Chalk
Bluff Park
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19. Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) - very close views after dark at Kickapoo Caverns

20. Chuck-will's-widow (Antrostomus carolinensis) - heard only Kickapoo Caverns

21. Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica) - recorded almost daily

22. Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) - common especially around Neal’s
Lodge and Lost Maples hummingbird feeders

23. American Coot (Fulica americana) - seen at Cook’s Slough Park

24. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - various locations

25. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - singles at Cook’s Slough Park and Nueces River

26. Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) - several at Cook’s Slough Park

27. Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - singles at Nueces River

28. Green Heron (Butorides virescens) - Cook’s Slough Park

29. Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) - Cook’s Slough Park

30. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea) - Cook’s Slough Park

31. Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) - commonly seen in roadside pastures

32. Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - abundant

33. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - abundant

34. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - a surprising bird flying over at Kerr WMA

35. Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - brief views of a bird at Neal’s Lodge

36. Harris's Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) - great views along the road to Kickapoo and one
hunting bats at the Rio Frio Cave

37. Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus) - seen by some at Chalk Bluff Park

38. Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - common and widespread
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39. Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus) - fantastic views of this rare raptor at Kickapoo
Caverns

40. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - uncommon

41. Eastern Screech-Owl (Megascops asio) - two seen briefly at Kickapoo Caverns

42. Elf Owl (Micrathene whitneyi) - a nice bonus bird, we saw it briefly stick out its head during
the day and then seen again after dark at Kickapoo Caverns

43. Ringed Kingfisher (Megaceryle torquata) - a pair seen well along the Nueces River at Chalk
Bluff Park

44. Golden-fronted Woodpecker (Melanerpes aurifrons) - fairly common with many great views

45. Ladder-backed Woodpecker (Dryobates scalaris) - good views

46. Crested Caracara (Caracara cheriway) - widespread and common

47. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - a few roadside sightings

48. Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) - scope views at Lost Maples

49. Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus virens) - heard at Lost Maples and Chalk Bluff

50. Acadian Flycatcher (Empidonax virescens) - heard at Lost Maples

51. Least Flycatcher (Empidonax minimus) - heard and seen well at Lost Maples

52. Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe) - seen well at Chalk Bluff Park

53. Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) - widespread and we enjoyed great views of the
male’s fight displays

54. Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) - seen well at Neal’s Lodge and heard in
other locations

55. Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus tyrannulus) - excellent views of a responsive bird at
Chalk Bluff Park

56. Great Kiskadee (Pitangus sulphuratus) - one joined us for lunch at Chalk Bluff Park and
another heard only Cook’s Slough Park

57. Couch's Kingbird (Tyrannus couchii) - common, especially in Uvalde
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58. Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) - common in open habitats around Uvalde

59. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (Tyrannus forficatus) - this spectacular bird was common in open
habitats

60. Black-capped Vireo (Vireo atricapilla) - we encountered this rare and endangered species
every day but had our best views at Kerr WMA, Lost Maples, and Kickapoo Caverns

61. White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) - good views at Kerr WMA and Chalk Bluff Park

62. Bell's Vireo (Vireo bellii) - common and seen well in several locations

63. Gray Vireo (Vireo vicinior) - it took quite a bit of searching at Kickapoo Caverns, but we
eventually found a singing bird that showed exceptionally well

64. Hutton's Vireo (Vireo huttoni) - this is a scarce species in the Hill Country and one was seen
well at Neal’s Lodge

65. Yellow-throated Vireo (Vireo flavifrons) - seen well at Kerr WMA and others heard only

66. Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius) - quick views at Cook’s Slough Park during our first visit

67. Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) - seen well at Kerr WMA

68. Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - one seen in Uvalde

69. Green Jay (Cyanocorax yncas) - great views at Cook’s Slough Park and again at Chalk Bluff
Park

70. Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - seen well at Lost Maples and again at
Kickapoo Caverns

71. Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) - seen near Brackettville

72. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common in the Hill Country

73. Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis) - seen at feeders at Lost Maples

74. Black-crested Titmouse (Baeolophus atricristatus) - common and widespread in woodlands

75. Verdin (Auriparus flaviceps) - we finally found a bird that showed well at Chalk Bluff Park

76. Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) - Chalk Bluff Park
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77. Purple Martin (Progne subis) - common

78. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - Chalk Bluff Park

79. Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - common and widespread

80. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - abundant

81. Cave Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva) - close studies at Kickapoo Caverns and Rio Frio Bat
Cave

82. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) - Kerr WMA and Neal’s Lodge area

83. Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - great views at Kerr WMA

84. House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) - seen briefly during our first visit to Cook’s Slough Park

85. Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus) - best views at Chalk Bluff Park

86. Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - fairly common

87. Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) - great views at Chalk Bluff Park

88. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - common

89. Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - great views at Chalk Bluff Park and again at
Brackettville

90. Long-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma longirostre) - good views at Nueces River and again at
Chalk Bluff Park

91. Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) - common and widespread

92. Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) - seen at Chalk Bluff Park

93. Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) - seen at Kerr WMA and Chalk Bluff Park

94. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - widespread and common

95. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - fairly common

96. Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) - common
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97. Cassin's Sparrow (Peucaea cassinii) - once the sun came out they were common west of
Uvalde

98. Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum) - one scoped along the roadside
between Uvalde and Chalk Bluff Park

99. Olive Sparrow (Arremonops rufivirgatus) - excellent views at Chalk Bluff Park and again at
Cook’s Slough Park in Uvalde

100. Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) - common

101. Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida) - migrating in exceptionally high numbers

102. Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla) - Kerr WMA

103. Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - seen well at Neal’s Lodge

104. Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) - abundant, the most common sparrow of the tour

105. Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys) - two flocks encountered on two different days, one
north and one west of Uvalde, an uncommon migrant in the area

106. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - seen well at Chalk Bluff Park

107. Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) - a few seen along the roadside and in Brackettville

108. Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - only a few seen among the sparrow flocks

109. Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - seen well at Kickapoo Caverns

110. Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus) - a surprising find at Lost Maples given the time of
year, but everyone managed a quick view of this secretive individual

111. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - another surprise, this one was found at Kerr WMA and
showed really well

112. Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps) - seen well at Kerr WMA and Lost Maples

113. Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) - we enjoyed the odd song, strange flight display, and
good looks at this monotypic bird in several locations

114. Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) - a small flock at Lost Maples
offered the best views
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115. Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) - one scoped along the roadside west of Uvalde

116. Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius) - fairly common

117. Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) - seen well at Chalk Bluff and Kickapoo Caverns

118. Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii) - seen well in various locations

119. Scott's Oriole (Icterus parisorum) - a bird made several visits to the feeder area at Lost
Maples

120. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - widespread

121. Bronzed Cowbird (Molothrus aeneus) - seen near Cook’s Slough and again near Chalk Bluff
Parks

122. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - abundant

123. Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - common

124. Louisiana Waterthrush (Parkesia motacilla) - one flighty bird at Lost Maples

125. Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) - best views at Lost Maples

126. Tennessee Warbler (Leiothlypis peregrina) - good views at Lost Maples of this migrating
warbler

127. Orange-crowned Warbler (Leiothlypis celata) - brief views at Neal’s Lodge and Chalk Bluff
Park

128. Nashville Warbler (Leiothlypis ruficapilla) - seen at Lost Maples and in Uvalde

129. Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) - only seen at Cook’s Slough Park during our first
visit

130. Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - singles noted in various locations

131. Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica) - one seen briefly but well at Chalk Bluff
Park

132. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - two noted at Cook’s Slough during our first
visit, these were of the “Audubon’s” ssp. (IOC treats this as Audubon’s Warbler)

133. Yellow-throated Warbler (Setophaga dominica) - many great views in all live oak areas
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134. Golden-cheeked Warbler (Setophaga chrysoparia) - this Texas breeding endemic was seen
well at Kerr WMA and Lost Maples

135. Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - we enjoyed the best views during our final morning at
Cook’s Slough Park

136. Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) - this colorful species proved very common

137. Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) - it was pleasant to have such a stunning species be
so abundant

138. Pyrrhuloxia (Cardinalis sinuatus) - seen well at Chalk Bluff Park and again in Brackettville

139. Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) - common

140. Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) - two seen at feeders Lost Maples

141. Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea) - common at Lost Maples

142. Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris) - one of the most colorful birds of North America proved to
be very common throughout

143. Dickcissel (Spiza americana) - a few seen along the roadside

Mammals:

North American Porcupine
Nine-banded Armadillo
Eastern Cottontail
Bryant's Fox Squirrel
Gray Fox
White-tailed Deer
Aoudad
Brazilian Free-tailed Bat
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